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How the SAT Is Scored
Students receive a total score that is the sum of their scores 
on the two sections. The SAT Essay, when applicable, is 
scored separately.

To calculate section scores, we first compute the student’s 
raw score—the number of questions correctly answered—for 
each section. Nothing is deducted for incorrect answers or 
for unanswered questions.

Next, we convert each of the raw section scores to a scaled 
score of 200–800. This conversion process adjusts for slight 
differences in difficulty among versions of the test and 
provides a score that is consistent across different versions. 
The scaled scores are the scores provided on score reports.

On the paper-based test, students receive additional scores 
beyond the total and section scores. 

How Schools May Use Score Reports
The student score report clearly summarizes a student’s current 
achievement levels and encourages next steps to increase 
college and career readiness. Teachers can go over score reports 
with students to help them understand what their scores mean.

For example, the score report includes an indicator showing 
if a student meets the college readiness benchmark. If the 
score report shows a student has met the benchmark, that 
means the student is on track to be ready for college when 
they graduate high school. If a student isn’t meeting the 
benchmark for a section of the test, their teacher may make a 
plan with the student to work on their skills in that area. 

The score report can also help students see their strengths, 
which can increase their confidence and show them subjects in 
which they can handle more advanced coursework. 

The Sample Score Report on page 4 shows how the PDF 
version that students and their school counselors can download 
and print will look. Remember that results will be summarized 
in the downloadable version. More detailed information and 
guidance is accessible in the online score report.

SAT Subject Tests
College Board has discontinued offering SAT Subject Tests™. 
However, students who have taken one or more of these 
hour-long content-based tests will continue to see their 
Subject Test scores on their score reports.
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Sample Online Student Score Report

Score Overview

Score Details

Viewing the Score Report
 Students should log in to their College Board account or create a new one at studentscores.collegeboard.org. 
A dashboard will show their most recent scores.

Dashboard

Next Steps
The dashboard includes links 
to Popular Tools like Student 
Search, AP Potential™, and 
SAT® Registration.

Score Details
Selecting Score Details 
takes the student to more 
information about test scores 
and subscores.

Test Questions
For SAT administrations, 
students can see the 
question content and answer 
explanation with their scores.

Total Score
Selecting the arrow next 

to the score leads to their 
detailed score report.

Section Scores
This student’s Evidence-

Based Reading and Writing 
score is 490, and their Math 

score is 520. In Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing, 

the student’s score is 
exceeding the benchmark 

and they are on track for 
college readiness. In Math, 

however, the student’s score is 
approaching the benchmark, 

but they are not quite on track.

Percentiles
This student scored as well 

as or better in Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing 

than 44% of a nationally 
representative group of 

juniors. In Math, they scored 
as well as or better than 57% 
of a nationally representative 

group of juniors.

Test Scores
Test scores range from 10 to 40. 
This student scored a 26 and is 
in the yellow on the Reading Test, 
indicating they are below the 
average student performance of 
those who met the benchmark 
by one year or less.

http://studentscores.collegeboard.org







